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The Right Honorable Prime Minister- Dr B.S.S.Dlamini
Honorable Minster of Health

Director of NERCHA

Distinguished participants in today’s meeting

The role of groups such as the Swaziland Partnership Forum on AIDS (SPAFA), which is meeting here today, is hugely important.  You are all, through your respective positions, key players in the fight against HIV and AIDS. And some fight this is turning out to be.

In any effective resistance to challenge, coordination is particularly important. We need an agency such as NERCHA to coordinate the overall HIV and AIDS programme. Similarly, it is of considerable benefit to have a regular discussion and brain storming session within a group such as SPAFA- a gathering to share information, sharpen focus and coordinate an understanding of the key issues and priorities. And the special feature of SPAFA is that its members are both knowledgeable and, through their respective positions, highly influential. In short, you are supremely well-placed to make a difference. It is my honor to welcome you all here today and to ask you to continue your commitment to this worthy group and its objectives.

The inter-relationship between poverty and HIV and AIDS has been the subject of debate in certain quarters. But two things are certain. With a hungry person the physical and emotional defences are down. The door is wide open. In turn, the fight to eliminate or, rather, substantially reduce, poverty is hugely inhibited where the people are dragged down by this disease. It is thus a two-pronged challenge-Poverty and the disease that is HIV and AIDS. Unless we resolve both challenges, each will drag the other down.

The Administration that I am proud to lead had made its own commitment to both those challenges. We have to make huge inroads into the poverty within our country. It is through providing a truly fertile enabling environment for the creation of sustainable livelihoods that we can strike hardest at poverty. It is my job to ensure that the goal of job creation is at the forefront of the government mindset every day that we come to our work. In conjunction with that thrust we shall remain committed to the improvement of all the enabling and reinforcing social functions and to achieving a higher standard of service delivery by every Government Ministry. That means a better education system, improved health facilities, reliable food security, and rock-solid social safety nets for the vulnerable and disadvantaged.

But, given that Government’s fundamental role is raising the standard of living for all our people, how can we do so effectively when our people are dragged down by this disease and its consequences? Management of the HIV and AIDS pandemic has of course improved substantially over the past decade. We have moved from a genuine recognition of the problem to the declaration of a “national disaster/” to the creation of a dedicated response coordination unit in the form of NERCHA, to most recently the decentralization of NERCHA’S function into our chieftaincies. That engagement of communities reflects real progress.

Yet, notwithstanding the complexities of statistic, there is no encouraging improvement in prevalence rates. Thus, there remains much to be done in the direct fight by all stakeholders. We need to see a more widespread acceptance of personal responsibility by individuals. We need to see every partner, Ministry, company and community mainstreaming HIV, setting measurable targets within set timeframes and reporting on progress. 

I give this group my very best wished for the most fruitful deliberations on how best to manage and then, win the fight against HIV and AIDS. And whilst, owing to the commitments of my position, I am unable personally to commit to the responsibilities of chairing these meetings, my hopes and prayers will be with you. It is my pleasure to appoint the honorable Minister for Health to chair the group and I am sure I can count on your giving him your full support.
Thank you. 

